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INECE EPC Selects Morocco as Location for 
7th International Conference in Spring 2005

INECE has begun planning for its 7th 
International Conference, which will 
be held in Morocco in Spring 2005. 
The Conference will feature a full 
program of panels, workshops, and 
ýeld visits for the participants selected 
to attend this event. Regional network 
representatives will lead the 
nomination process for invitations.

The Conference will give special 
attention to environmental compliance 
and enforcement indicators as a 

means to better measure and 
manage performance. In addition, 
the Conference will emphasize 
INECEôs enhanced regional 
cooperation and networks, adopt 
new methods for measuring 
success, and generally raise 
awareness about the importance 
of compliance and enforcement 
efforts. INECE is planning advance 
training sessions on its ñPrinciples 
of Environmental Enforcementò in 
conjunction with the conference.

Previous INECE conferences have 
successfully showcased emerging 
work in the ýeld of international 
environmental enforcement, 
provided excellent opportunities 
for professionals to broaden their 
contact networks, and resulted in 
the development of enforcement 
and compliance resources, 
including the 2002 ñCall to Actionò 
and the ñPrinciples of Environmental 
Enforcement.ò   

This story continues online at 
http://www.inece.org/newsletter/
9/inecenews.html#morocco. 

INECE AND OECD Team to Strengthen 
Environmental Compliance and Enforcement
Measuring What Matters To Promote Enforcement

To promote effective environmental compliance and enforcement, 
INECE and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) convened more than 50 high-level practitioners 
and experts in Paris, France, to advance the development and use of 
environmental compliance and enforcement indicators in November 
2003. 

The attendees represented more than 20 developed, transitional, and 
developing countries as well as international organizations, multilateral 
environmental agreement secretariats, and non-governmental 
organizations. This expert workshop, held at OECD headquarters in 
Paris, featured a lively and insightful discussion and afýrmed the clear 
mandate for the INECE worldwide project on ECE indicators. The 
workshop participants reached a consensus on the need for additional 
work, including:

¶ development of reliable, harmonized, and easily 
understandable indicators.

¶ agreement on a common set of deýnitions regarding 
environmental compliance and enforcement indicators.

¶ augmentation of the good practices identiýed at the workshop 
with additional experiences with environmental compliance 
and enforcement indicators.

¶ publication of guiding principles for the development and use 
of environmental compliance and enforcement indicators.

¶ implementation of pilot projects in several countries of 
diverse economic and geographic scope.

This story continues online at http://www.inece.org/newsletter/9/inecen
ews.html#indicators.

WHAT IS INECE?
INECE is an informal network 
of over 2500 environmental 
enforcement practitioners from 
governmental agencies, NGOs 
and international organizations.

MISSION
INECEôs mission is to contribute 
to a healthy and clean 
environment, sustainable use 
of natural resources and the 
protection of ecosystem integrity 
through effective compliance and 
enforcement of environmental 
laws using regulatory and non-
regulatory approaches.

GOALS
INECEôs Goals are to develop 
networks for enforcement 
cooperation; strengthen capacity 
for compliance and enforcement; 
and raise awareness of the 
importance of environmental 
compliance and enforcement.
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         Sladjana Miocic (Croatia), Dave Pascoe (Environment Canada), and 
Nilvo Luiz Alves Da Silva (IBAMA, Brazil) in attendance at the INECE-

OECD Indicators Workshop in Paris, 3-4 November 2003. 
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INECE, Environment Agency (England and 
Wales) To Host Emissions Trading Workshop 

In response to the 
European Unionôs 
(EU) decision to 
cap greenhouse 
gas emissions and 
establish an emissions 
trading scheme, the England and Wales Environment Agency and INECE 
will co-sponsor a workshop to discuss and debate enforcement and 
compliance issues associated with emissions trading schemes in March 
2004 at Oxford University.

The workshop will be held at Worcester College at Oxford University, 
in one of the United Kingdomôs most beautiful cities, on 17-19 March 
2004. Key speakers will include Chairman and Chief Executive Barbara 
Young of the England and Wales Environment Agency, government 
ministers, senior ofýcials from the European Commission, high-level 
ofýcials from environmental agencies, executives from the industrial 
sector, and representatives of civil society groups. The workshop will also 
bring together other key stakeholders to provide signiýcant learning and 
networking opportunities for senior ofýcials.  

This story continues online at http://www.inece.org/newsletter/9/inecene
ws.html#emissions.

INECE To Publish New Book on Best of 
Enforcement and Compliance Literature

Environmental enforcement and compliance has emerged as a distinct 
and critically important ýeld of study for scholars, practitioners and 
policymakers. In a new book, INECE will gather the best of the literature 
from around the world into a deýnitive work on this dynamic subject.

The book, scheduled for publication later this year, will draw upon past 
INECE conference proceedings and other published works by renowned 
authors. It will also select new articles to showcase the leading practices, 
policies, and scholarship dealing with environmental implementation, 
enforcement, and compliance around the world. 

This story continues online at http://www.inece.org/newsletter/9/
inecenews.html#bestof.
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European Initiative Takes Aim at Major Seaports 
Inspections Reveal Illegal Hazardous Waste Shipments 
A new enforcement initiative in Europe designed to improve the 
enforcement of waste shipment regulations in large seaports detected 
several illegal shipment during its ýrst series of inspections in September 
and December 2003.

The Enforcement of Waste Shipment Regulations in Large Seaports 
Project (the Seaport Project) focuses on waste shipment regulations 
contained in the Basel Convention and European Union Regulation 259/
93 (http://europe.eu.int/comm/environment/waste/shipments). 

The project is being 
run by a unit of the 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
and Enforcement of 
Environmental Law 
network (IMPEL), the 
IMPEL-Transfrontier 
Shipments of Waste 
(IMPEL-TFS) network, 
which links European 
e n f o r c e m e n t 
authorities overseeing 
T r a n s f r o n t i e r 
Shipments of Waste. 
IMPEL-TFS was established in 1992 to harmonize the enforcement efforts 
regarding waste shipments into, out of, and through the EU. It is important 
to note that the project is not sponsored by IMPEL, but is being carried 
out under its auspices. The Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the 
Environment, in the Netherlands, is the sponsor and project manager.

Belgium, Germany, Latvia, Poland, the United Kingdom, and The 
Netherlands are participating in the Seaport Project, which has so far 
inspected ports in Hamburg, Felixstowe, Antwerp, Rotterdam, and Riga. 

This story by Nancy Isarin of the Netherlands Ministry of Housing, Spatial 
Planning and the Environment (nancy.isarin@minvrom.nl)  continues 
online at http://www.inece.org/newsletter/9/enforcement.html.

Australian Court Punishes Golf Course for 
Negligent Release of Dangerous Pesticide

An Australian court found a golf course superintendent and his 
employer negligent and ordered the employer to pay ýnes and clean-up 
costs totaling more than US$600,000 for the accidental release of a 
highly toxic pesticide that killed 4.16 tonnes of ýsh, ducks, and geese in 
a nearby lagoon. 

The New South Wales Land and Environment Court sentenced the golf 
course superintendent, who plead guilty, to 250 hours of community 
service on 20 June 2003. On 30 September 2003 the court ýned the 
Warringah Golf Club, Ltd., who plead not guilty, US$192,500 and ordered 
them to pay legal costs of $146,000 and clean-up and investigation costs 
of approximately US$43,000. 
The court also ordered 
the Golf Club to undertake 
environmental improvement 
works worth approximately 
US$231,000 and to publish a 
notice about its offense in its 
members newsletter.  

This story by Christopher 
McElwain of the New South 
Wales Department of 
Environment and Conservation 
(mcelwainc@epa.nsw.gov.
au) continues online at http:
//www.inece.org/newsletter/9/
enforcement.html#2).
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US Fines Cargo Airline $6 Million for Illegal 
Hazardous Waste Transport

Emery Worldwide Airlines pled guilty to charges of violating US hazardous 
materials transportation laws and has agreed to pay a $6 million ýne, the 
United States Department of Justice said in September 2003. 

US laws and regulations require that pilots are informed when their 
aircraft are transporting hazardous materials, which include pressurized 
gasses, þammable liquids, and explosives. On many occasions in 1998 
and 1999, Emery intentionally ignored this requirement when transporting 
hazardous materials on aircraft þying out of its hub at Dayton International 
Airport in Ohio, the Justice Department said.

As part of its plea, Emery has agreed to prepare and implement a 
comprehensive compliance plan to ensure this does not happen again, 
the Justice Department said. In a related move, the Environment and 
Natural Resources Division of the Justice Department introduced the 
Hazardous Materials Transportation Initiative in September 2003 to 
address the illegal transportation of hazardous materials by air, rail, land, 
and sea. By law, shippers must label and document the transportation of 
þammable liquids, pressurized gases, explosives, poisons, radioactive 
materials, and corrosive materials. Choosing to ignore the required 
precautions is a felony. 

This story continues online at http://www.inece.org/newsletter/9/
enforcement.html#4.

Environmental Enforcement Across Borders:   
Is the US-Mexico Border an Extreme Case?

Borders can be effective shields against environmental liability. This is 
certainly the case along the United States-Mexico border, a border across 
which pass enormous amounts of hazardous waste and materials, and 
within sight of which are located large and growing populations and a 
large part of Mexicoôs most proýtable export industry. 

Even a cursory investigation shows the nature if not the extent of the 
problem: an abandoned smelter piled high with slag, disposal of solvents 
that enter the shared groundwater, truckloads of hazardous waste being 
shipped to the US for disposal that are found abandoned in an urban 

warehouse, dangerous wastes being shipped to Mexico for ñrecyclingò 
that instead end up on the ground. 

Stories like these play themselves out with regularity along the US-Mexico 
border. The common thread is the use of the border as a shield to avoid 
responsibility. The parties responsible for environmental damage and 
violations of law in one country make sure that they and their assets are 
across the border in another country, thereby evading liability. How can 
this be overcome?

The US-Mexico border presents extreme versions of border issues often 
not present elsewhere. This story by John D. Rothman of the Paciýc 
Southwest Region of the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(rothman.john@epa.gov) continues online at http://www.inece.org/
newsletter/9/enforcement.html#5.

Major Seizures Underline Wildlife Law 
Enforcement Conference in Australia

Four major seizures of wildlife and wildlife products by Australian Customs 
provided a timely and appropriate backdrop to the 16th Australasian 
Wildlife Law Enforcement Conference in Australia, in October 2003.

In the weeks before the conference, Australian Customs seized some 
160 kilograms (353 pounds) of illegal wildlife products that were bound 
for the traditional medicine market in Sydney in early September. Further 
investigations uncovered endangered tiger, snake, and rhinoceros parts. 

Customs also arrested a Swedish tourist trying to smuggle eight snakes 
in his trousers. The tourist was caught in Sydney after he had allegedly 
stashed four baby king cobras (all dead on arrival) and four baby emerald 
tree boas in his pants to avoid detection.

A Sydney student was charged with attempting to trafýc 47 native reptiles 
in illegal air freight cargo bound for the Czech Republic. A British national 
was arrested in Perth for attempting to export more than 200 reptiles, 
amphibians and insects. 

At the conference, law enforcement agencies including customs, 
quarantine and federal police, and other departments responsible for 
wildlife conservation and resource management were represented as 
were NGOs, the scientiýc community, and international delegates from 
Canada, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and the United States.   

This story by Rebecca Brand of the International Fund for Animal 
Welfareôs Asia/Paciýc Ofýce (www.ifaw.org) continues online at http:
//www.inece.org/newsletter/9/enforcement.html#6.

Disclaimer: While every effort is made to ensure accurate 
articles, we cannot guarantee accuracy.  Readers should 
contact the original source before relying on this information.  
This document conveys no rights or privledges in connection 
with any members of the Executive Planning Committee, their 
organizations, INECE Associates or sponsors.




