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1. VROM-Inspectorate

Å Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment of 

the Netherlands

Å Enforcement of VROM regulations

Å 1 head office (The Hague)

Å 5 regions  (Rotterdam, Haarlem, Arnhem, Groningen, Eindhoven)

Å 1 criminal intelligence division

Å 1 emergency room 

Å VROM Programme International Enforcement cooperation



Netherlands

Some facts :

Å 16,491,461(2006) people 

Å area 41,526 square kilometers

Å 450 people per square kilometer 

Å extremely flat, 25% below sealevel, next to Northsea

Å 12 provinces, capital Amsterdam, government capital The Hague

Å top countries in the export of goods 

Å flowers, watermanagement

Å neighbours Germany and Belgium



Rotterdam

Ålargest port in Europe

Åimportant transit, bulk and bunker port

ÅTEU ós will triple in coming years (new terminals)

Mln TEU

1 Singapore 23.2

2 Hong Kong 22.4

3 Shanghai 18.1

4 Shenzen 16.2

5 Pusan 11.8

6 Kaohsiung 9.5

7 Rotterdam 9.3

8 Hamburg 8.1



2. Transboundary waste dumping

Å Waste trade is a growing and global business 

Å Large quantities of waste are transported to developing countries

Å Enforcement activities are avoided (port hopping)

Å International differences in rules and enforcement

Å International criminal networks 



Some figures...

Rising waste production and - trading

Rising illegal waste shipments and the involved industries





Some pictures from NGOôs...

Research from the Basel Action Network and Greenpeace



Some headlines...

Business Daily (Nairobi)
EDITORIAL

13 March 2008
Posted to the web 13 March 2008

Last week, a container with toxic cargo was abandoned at a village near Mombasa's Kipevu area. Many 

days later, we have had no arrests and no heads are rolling at the Port of Mombasa where the leaking 

container was cleared.

It is as if nothing happened.

Kenya: Dumping of Toxic Waste Should Not Be Trivialised

The ticking time bomb: toxic pesticide waste dumps

Africa: A Dump Site for Global Toxic Waste? 

Industries dump hazardous electronic waste in Africa 
under guise of ócharityô

Ship Broker for Illegal Export but Allows 'Toxic Timebomb' to Sail Away

Asia has become the world's waste dump for discarded ships. 70-90% of all 

demolition of ships takes place in India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan. The 

reason is cheap labour and lack of enforcement of environmental regulations, 

if they exist at all.

http://www.bdafrica.com/


3. European enforcement activities

European Waste Shipment Regulations 1013/2006 (WSR)

Å European IMPEL-TFS network

Å 2003 first joint enforcement projects 

Å Now: IMPEL-TFS Enforcement Actions Project

IMPEL-TFS WEEE Project

Å Dutch leading in WSR enforcement 



Activities IMPEL TFS projects

Å Simultaneous inspections

Å Exchanges

intelligence and officers

Å Project meetings



Outcomes

Å Better view on waste trade business 

Å Shocking results % illegal export

seaport 50%, general 15%

Å Better enforcement cooperation

structural en case based

Å Support from the European Commission

Å Influence on new regulations



Illegal shipments from Europe to Asia and Africa



Dutch WSR enforcement situation

Å WSR Enforcement experience since 1993

covenant with customs and police

Å Dominant role of Rotterdam Seaport (transit)


