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1 INTRODUCTION

The 7th INECE Conference was
attended by 188 participants from 63 coun-
tries and 124 organizations, representing
all regions of the world. The Conference
presented six plenary sessions with 25
speakers, and 24 workshops with 83 facili-
tators and rapporteurs. Participants repre-
sented national governments (55%), NGOs
(9%), regional governments (6%), interna-
tional organizations (15%), bank and devel-
opment agencies (5%) and other organiza-
tions (10%). 

2 SUMMARY OF THE
EVALUATION OUTCOMES

Of the 188 participants, 103 com-
pleted conference evaluations. Participants
overwhelmingly provided high marks for
the Conference. The average rating for
most questions ranged between Excellent
and Very Good.

They expressed high satisfaction
with the conference. Participants expressed
their greatest approval for the conference
goal of developing and communicating a
strong message on the critical role of envi-
ronmental compliance and enforcement in

strengthening the rule of law and good gov-
ernance and, ultimately, achieving sustain-
able development objectives. 

The Conference program achieved
its best marks in encouraging ongoing
international exchange and regional net-
working, fostering exchange of expertise
and learning through active participation,
number of participants, relevance of the
conference to current work, and useful-
ness. Lowest marks (between Good and
Very Good) were given to the number and
types of countries represented and the site
visits. 

The three conference workshop
sessions and six plenary sessions were
very well received, with high approval rat-
ings. Overall, the participants were enthusi-
astic about the substantive sessions, the
opportunities for networking, and the Con-
ference as a whole, as indicated by the nar-
rative comments that participants shared
on the evaluation, including:
— “An excellent forum for collective learn-

ing among compliance and enforcement
professionals.”

— “A fine conference providing great sub-
stantive value.”
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— “I think the success of this conference
was based on the excellence of the
speakers and facilitators…. Also, the ori-
gin of the participants from diff e r e n t
regions of the world and the different
moments to meet each other were very
important.”

— “The conference has given me a clear
picture of what needs to be done to
achieve effective enforcement in South
Africa.”

— “I learned a lot and feel motivated to
fight for the defense of the environment.
Besides that, I met many people with
whom I had the opportunity to exchange
experiences.”

— “An excellent conference. I have
renewed contacts, made new contacts,
and most importantly, feel energised to
do more in the future for effective com-
pliance and enforcement.”

— “On Sunday, I participated in the Princi-
ples of Environmental Enforcement
Training course. This course stimulated
me to organize training for inspectors in
my country.”

— “I do not remember any other confer-
ence I attended where participants got
so familiar with each other and had so
many opportunities for discussion – in
official and unofficial ways.” 

— “It has been a pleasure to be part of the
7th INECE Conference, and I'm looking
forward to putting some of lessons
learnt into practice.”

— “I am very glad that I had the opportuni-
ty to meet so many experts from differ-
ent countries and to share their experi-
ence and knowledge.”

3  RESULTS

Each Conference participant
received a blank evaluation form and was
asked to complete it prior to their departure
from the Conference. Most questions on
the evaluation could be answered by
assigning a number between 1 and 5 as
the response, where 1=Excellent, 2=Very
Good, 3=Good, 4=Fair, and 5=Poor. This
section presents the original evaluation
questions and shows the average rating for
each evaluation question. 
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4 CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the participants expressed strong support for the organization and
outcomes of the 7th International Conference on Environmental Compliance and Enforce-
ment. Participants strongly supported the Conference goals and praised the Conference for
providing many opportunities for networking between participants facing similar challenges
in improving enforcement in their respective countries. Participants also complimented the
organizers for bringing together an impressive group of speakers, all of whom are leading
practitioners in the fields of environmental compliance and enforcement. The Executive
Planning Committee will carefully study the numerical results and narrative comments from
the evaluations. The lessons learned will be used to improve and shape future conferences
and recommendations made by participants for INECE projects will be reviewed and incor-
porated into INECE’s expanded Strategic Plan.


