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GOALS

Workshop discussions focused on:

�  Shared problems and challenges.

�  Institution-building needs.

�  Opportunities for institutional support and exchange.

(Review of existing mechanisms)

�  Proposals for regional networking: agenda for action.

�  Desired linkage to international capacity building efforts.

�  Targets of Opportunity.

1 INTRODUCTION

The representation from the West Asia/Middle East was smaller than expected and so
broad conclusions could not be reached on next steps.  However, the group had a good discussion
which led to several conclusions.

2 DISCUSSION SUMMARY

2.1 There are significant differences among the nations in the region in terms of
environmental issues, status of environmental laws and their implementation, but each nation is
struggling to address them.

2.2 There are some cooperative efforts already underway which should be
expanded to focus on related compliance problems.  The participants will go back and review
existing mechanisms and projects for these opportunities.

2.3 Political will, time, and effort is needed before a functioning network for
environmental compliance and enforcement can be established within the Region, but participants
will follow up with working groups at both the national and regional levels and see how specific
activities might benefit from exchange.
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